
Between 2018 and 2022, 
nearly 10 times more drugs 
were approved for cancer 
than for CVD, and 4 times 
more for neurological 
conditions6-10.

While over

27%
of deaths globally are due 
to heart attack and stroke5... 

...cardiovascular treatments comprised

 3%
of all new drug launches in Europe and 
the US in the last five years6-15.  

Over the past few decades, the number of newly approved 
drugs for CVD has decreased significantly16

Factors that explain the reduction in investment 
in cardiovascular therapies over time16
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The same trend was observed for EMA approvals11-15.

Percentage of total drugs approved by the FDA from 2018 to 20226-10

Number of cardiovascular drugs approved by the FDA
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Cardiovascular disease

18.6 million1

Cancer

10.0 million2

Chronic respiratory 
diseases

3.97 million3

Diabetes

1.55 million4

Cardiovascular disease (CVD) is the leading cause of death 
worldwide – more than cancer, diabetes and chronic 
respiratory diseases  combined1-4


